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causes would be beyond the scope of this work. We
have, therefore, only indicated the three principal sources
of electrical discharge, which, however, will account for
more than eighty per cent, of European thunderstorms.
The great thing is to realize that there are several dif-
ferent kinds of thunderstorms, each of which has certain
distinctive features.

GENERAL BEMARKS.

We may, perhaps, conclude this short notice of
thunderstorms with a few general remarks on the subject.
One of the first things which must strike everybody is,
that even in the temperate zone some countries are far
more ravaged by thunderstorms than others. .For instance,
France suffers more than any other part of Europe, and
England the least. We may probably find at least two
causes which modify the development of thunderstorms.
In the first place, the geographical position of the country
relative to the great seasonal areas of high and low
pressure. From this point of view we can readily see
that France is far more exposed to the influence of small
secondaries, which come in from the Atlantic, and which
die out before they reach Central Europe, than any other
portion of that continent. If we look at the large charts
which we give in our chapter on Weather Types, we can
easily understand that whenever a cyclone leaves the
Atlantic anticyclone to go towards the north-east, there
must be left a somewhat irregular col of pressure over
France, and this we know is most conducive to the
formation of thunderstorms,

s